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[ 0: 00] Let me just say a short prayer before we begin. Heavenly Father, we thank you that you
are a God who is not silent. And we just pray, Lord, that as you speak to us, that we would have
hearts to hear and be ready to live your way.

In Jesus' name we pray. Amen. Now someone wants to ask a pastor if he had an active
congregation. aNEEEEEEN EEEEEEER?

Yes, they are very active, he answered. ammmmm um umunnnnn Half of them are actively
working with me, and the other half are actively working against me.

EEEEEEEEEEn mmmmmnmmmmmm Now that's obviously a joke, but it's also not, isn't it?
EEEEEEN EENEEEEEN EEN?

Because unfortunately, this is true in far too many cases around the world.
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE A story once told about a church in Scotland about 80 years
ago.

[1:12] seneeneseenennnnnnnnnmnn They were trying to decide whether a clock should
be placed in the sanctuary. s sssseeeeeeeseenenennnnnnn One group wanted it to be
placed on the back wall, while another group insisted it should be placed at the front for everyone to
see.

EEEEEEEEEEEN EENEEEEEEEEEEEEN, EEEEEEEE Sothey argued about it, they
couldn't agree, and one group left to form a new church.

EEEEEE EEEEEEEE EEN EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE They split over a clock.
EEEEEEEEEEER Tragic, isn't it?

mmmmmm And division is tragic because of at least three reasons. E s ,EEEE EEEEEEEEEEN
Firstly, it's tragic because it means that the church is spending all of its time trying to sort out
internal matters rather than focus on its mission to the world.

EEN EEEEN EEESEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEEEEmEn Alotof energy
has to be used to fight.

[ 2: 34] The congregation can become split into different factions. And there just isn't any
motivation to reach out to unbelievers. EEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEEEEEN,

s nnmmmnnnnm Secondly, it undermines the credibility of the gospel.

ssm mmmmmmmmmEE The gospel claims that peace and reconciliation with God is possible,
EEEEESEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEE, EEEEEEEEEEEENR?
EEEEESEESEEEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEEEEEEER, EEEEEEN?

HEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE EEN EEEEEEEEEEEEEEER
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE, EEEEEEEE So how can we avoid falling into
unnecessary strife?

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE? More positively speaking, How can we instead be a church that is
inline with God's will? EEEEEE EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEENEEEN?

[ 4: 00] Well, today Ephesians 4 verse 1to 6 willhelpuS. EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN
Verses 2 to 6 in particular will give us three practical steps we should take.

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE But before we get into the specifics, | need to show you the big
picture first. EEEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEnEEnE Otherwise we might misunderstand
these verses.

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE SO look first of all with me atverse 1. ammmmmmmmm As a prisoner
for the Lord, then | urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have received.

EEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEnEnmmmmmmmmmnn Now at first glance, it sounds like Paul is
saying, make sure you are a good Christian boy or girl.
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EEEEEEEEEN EEN EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE Proof you are deserving of the name
Christian. sessssssssmmmm® Show that you are worthy.

[5:16] mmmmmmmmmmm And if we think that's what Paul is saying, we will read the instructions
of verses 2 to 6 as if that is how we are to get into God's good books.

EEEEEEEESEESEEEEEN EESEEEEEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEEE Butisthat
what he's really saying?

semmmmmmmmn? No, it cannot be once we read the verse in the context of the whole book.

I EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE, mEEEEE 0ok back with me to Ephesians chapter 1
verse 18, where Paul first mentions calling in this letter.

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE SOit's on the screen, let me read
it.

| pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened, in order that you may know the hope to which
hehascalledyou. snEEEEEEEES, EEEEEEEEEEEEEEE And notice, what is Paul praying
for?

[6:35] semmmmmmmmmm He's praying that we will understand the confident hope God has
giventous. ammmmsmnnnmnnnmnmmnnm And that is the calling Paul is referring to, what God
has already done for us.

EsEEEEEEEEmmmnnnnnnEE That's what the first three chapters of Ephesians are actually
all about.

EEEEEEEEEEEEEE |i's about what God has done forus. sememmmmmmmEE |f's about who
we now are in Christ ammmmmmmmmmmEE YOU See, if you read those chapters, what do you
discover?

ssmmmnnnn mmmmnnn? We discover we have every spiritual blessing in Christ.

s nmmmmnnnnnnn We discover that we are loved with the very same love God the
Father has for Jesus.

EEEEEEEEEEnmnnnnnnnmmnn We discover we were completely dead in our sin,
completely deserving of God's anger, but now God has made us alive with Christ and made us his
beloved children.

[7:55] sEEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEN, SENESSEEESEEEEEEES EESEEEEEEEEE
We discover we were completely unholy, but now we have been made holy, so much so that God
says we are nothing less than the temple of God.

EEEEEEEEEEN EEENEEENEENEEEE EEEEEEEEEEEEEEE You can pick off the slide.
Now here's the big point. It is all a gift from God. ssssssnn sesssmmmn That's why
Ephesians 4 verse 1 says, This is a calling we have received.

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE, EEEEEEEEEE |t's not a calling we have earned.
mmmmmmmmEEE These blessings came to us not by our own merit, but by God's mercy.
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE, EmEmmEEEE This calling is about who God has made us to be,
rather than what we are to do for God.

[9:17] unmEEEEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEE And so, as one teacher once said, It's
not so much that we are called to live a life that shows we deserve this, but that we live a life that
these truths deserve.

EEEEEEEEEEN EEEEESEEEESEEEEESEEEEEEE EENEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEERE I'm
going to say it again, It's not so much that we are called to live a life that shows we deserve this, but
that we live a life that these truths deserve.

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE Recently there was a TikTok
video that went viral.

smmmmnnnnnn |t showed how when our state anthem was played at one of our shopping malls,
Everyone from the ground floor to the top floor stopped what they were doing, Stood up and stood
still.

EEEEESEESEEEEEEENEEN EESEEESESEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN EEEN EEEEERE And
that's because Sarawakians understood that's what our state anthem deserves.

[10:52] sunnmEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEER [t deserves our respect and our esteem.
EEEEEEEEEEEE SO itis with the gospel and our lives.

snmnnnnnnmmmn We live a life that is in line with the gospel, because that is nothing less than
what the gospel deserves. nnnnEEEEEEEEEE EmmmEEEEEE That's how every church
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used to live.

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE That's why the first core conviction of our church is to be centered on
the gospel. anmmEEeeEeensnnnnnnnnmEn A church without the gospel at the center is
like a car without an engine.

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE |t Mmight look pretty on the outside, but it won't go
anywhere. ammmnnnn mmmmmnnmnm And itis only when we get this big picture in place, then
we can move to the specific steps of verses 2 to 6.

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEmnmmmmmmmnn Now when it comes to church life,
How then do we live a life worthy of the calling we have received?

[12:1]1] eSS EEEEEEEEEEEEEEN, EEEEEE? That's what Paul now goes on to talk
about. ammmmmmmmmmm And he says here's three things we must do.

emmmEmmmmmnn Frstly, maintain our spirit-given unity. s smeesssssssmE® [ ook at
verse 3.

mmmmmm May every effort to keep the unity of the spirit through the bond of peace.

mmEEn mnmnmmmmnnnn Paulis telling us, Do you know what kind of unity exists between you
and your fellow Christians?

EEEEEEN EENEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEERE? |tis nothing less than a unity in the spirit.
EEEEEEEEEE |tis not natural.

mmmmmEE Rather, itis supernatural. amm mmmmmmE You see, we all know that sin separates us
fromGod. am semmmmmmmmmmmn Byt did you know that sin also separates us from one
another?

[13:25] semmmm? nmmmnmmmnnn? After all, if we are sinners, that means we are capable of
selfish behavior. aEEEEEEE N EEEEEEEN EEEEEnEnnnnnnnn We are capable of being
prejudiced, such that the English service can look down on the Mandarin service, or the Mandarin
service can look down on the English service.

EEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEEEEE sEsmmnmmmmmmEn And like it or not, on our own,
we cannot stop hurting one another.

EEEEEEN EEEEEN EEEEEE EEEEEEEEEEE But what happened when we trusted Christ
and received the Spirit?

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEn mnnEmEE? We have peace with God, yeS. ammmmnn summ
Ephesians 2 tells you that.

ssmmmnmnnmmmnnn Butdid you know we also have peace with our fellow Christians?
EEEEEER? EEEEEEEEEEEEE Ephesians 2 also tells us that.

[14:32] weemmmmmmmmnmnEEE Because those sitting next to you, in front of you, or behind
you, are united to you if they are Christians.

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEE EmEEEEE Even if they speak a different language to
yOUUNNEEEEEEEEEEEN EESEEEEESEN SEENEEEEN SEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEEER
EEEEEEEEEEE s Em EmmmmmmmmmnE And we all are taught to be part of God's people,
God's household, God's family.

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEE EEE EEmEE Thatis the unity of the Spirit. ammmmmmmm It describes
the bond that already exists between us, not a bond that is hypothetical.
EEEEESEESEEEEEEEED SEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEN EEEEE EEEEEN
EEEEESEESEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEE EEEEEEERN

EEEEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEE mmEEEE And that is why verse 3 again, God says we are
to maintain this spirit unity.

EEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEEEEEER
EEEEEEEEEEEEE Soourjob is not to produce this unity like how our government often tries to
make us united.

[17:2]] s N EEEEEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEnmnnnnnn Ourjob is simply to
keep this unity.

smmnnnnnnmmmnn |nfact, did you notice how much stress Hope puts on this?
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEER?

At the beginning of verse 3, he says, make every effort. ammmmmm mm mmm In other words, it's
not something we do occasionally whenever we feel like it.
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EEEE EEEEEEEEE mEEEE Thisis high on Jesus' agenda. ammmmmmmmm He died for it.
mmmmEE So every Christian is responsible to maintain this spirit given unity.
EEEEEEEEEEEEsmEEEEEmEE So tell me how are you doing on this front?

emEm mmmmmmmEE? Are you eager to speak words to build up others?

[18:24] wummmmmmmmmmm? Are you eager to be slow to take offense? ammmmmmmmm? Are
you eager to give others the benefit of the doubt?

EEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEEE? Are you eager to keep thisunity? asseeeeenn?

The fact that Paul has to tell us to maintain this unity means he sees it as a work in progress.
EEEEEENEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEEE He knows that this unity can still be
disrupted as long as we live in this fallen world.

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE, EmmmmmmmmnE Butif we do keep this unity, we are walking worthy
of our calling.

EEEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEmEEEEE We are giving what the gospel deserves.
mmmmmnEEEmEn Butthatis not all Paul has to say.

[19:32] sumEEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEnnnnnnnn Secondly, hold on to the core of our
unity. smm smmmmmmmmmm When we look at the world, there are many examples of superficial
unity, aren't there?

EEEEn EnmEmEmnn nun? Justthink of the kind of unity where two very different political
parties come together simply to keep power.

EEEEEEEN SEEEEEEEN EEEEEEssnnsnnmssnnnn Orthink of the kind of unity you
might see at a company family day or team building day.

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEEEE The employees might participate in all
kinds of activities for a short while, But then they go their separate ways later, And on Monday, the
workplace rivalries continue.

EEEEEEEEEEEEENEEEEEES EESEEEEEEEN EENEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE ButPaul
says that's not the kind of unity he has.

[20:50] wemmmmmmmmmmmn Rather our unity in practice is driven by a unity in belief.
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE |Nfactitis a unity based on God's reality.

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE [ et me read verses 4 to 6 to you. There is one body and one spirit,
Just as you were called to one hope when you were called, One Lord, one faith, one baptism, One
God and Father of all, Who is over all and through all and in all.

EEEEEN EEEEEN EEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEN EEEEEEN EEEEEEN,
EEEEE EEEEEN EEEEE EEEE mmmEEEEE Now here's the important thing to understand
about verses 4 to 6.

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE, These are statements of fact, not commands. EEEEEEEEE EEEEN
This is a description of reality.

EmEEEEEE You see what Paul is trying to show us here is that unity can only flow from these
truths. sEEEEEEEEEEEEEES, EEEEEEEEEEEEE These eternal truths, one body, one
spirit, one hope, one Lord and so on, is what forms the foundation of our unity.

[22:32] esEEEEEE, EEEN EENEN EEEN ENEEN EEEEEEEEEEEE And so this is what we
need to hold onto if we are to achieve true unity.

EEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEEEEEE SO for example, Paul says, we are one body.

EEE EEE EEEEEEEE That's the truth.

mmmmE We're not two or three bodies. sssseemmmmnnm We are one. ammmmm We are all
hands and knees and feet that are all interconnected to one another. e EEEEEEEEEEEEEN
We move as one.

mmmmmmm And the reason we do that is because every Christian, as soon as they believe, have
the one Holy Spirit who gives us all equal access to God the Father.
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE, EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE Andthe one hope that |
have through the gospel, the hope of eternal life and of a future inheritance, is a hope that | share
with you if you are my brother and sister in Christ.

[23:55] s EEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEN EENESEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEEEE
And if you are my brother and sister in Christ, that means we worship the same Lord.

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEmmmEmEEEE \We both want to follow the one true God.
mEEmEEmmEnnEE That's what we share in common.
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smmmmmmmm \We have only one God over us, we are baptized into the same reality.
EEEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEEEE Sothere is a shared reality between the two of us.
EEEmEmEEEEEEE |tis areality that finds its basis in what each member of the Trinity has done.
EEEEENEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE SO OUroneness is not based on the fact that we support
the same football team, or we both like hiking, or that we are both fujiao, or yban, or something like
that.

EEEEESEEEEEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEERN NO, the core of
our unity is in God and his gospel itself.

[25:19] s ummmeeemmsnnmnnnnnnm So hold on to the core of our unity.
mmmmmmmmmmEn Hold on to our common beliefs.

smmmmnmnnm And that is important because verses 4 to 6 show that we don't just do unity for
the sake of it EmEE EEEEEEEEEEEEsnEsnnnnnnnE We don't just say, oh, let's be
united, but we never base our unity on the common truth.

EEEEEE N NN EEEEEENEEN EENEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE SO Wwe cannot, for example,
unite with Muslims or Hindus in a prayer service.

EEEEEN EEEEEEEEE EEEEEEmEmnnnE After all, we have no common ground as to who we
are praying to, or the same understanding as to how God receives our prayers.
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE Ve cannot even unite
with other groups that claim that they are Christian, but hold beliefs that do not line up with the
gospel.

[26:4]] suEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEmsmmmmnn We can be friends with
them, but we can't say we are united with them.

EEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEEEE FOrour unity is based on the reality of the gospel.
msmnennnennnmmmnnnnn Then thirdly, display a life of unity.

sm mmmnnnnmmnn | wil see that we are to maintain and hold on to this God-given unity, but the
guestion that remains is, how do we do this practically?

EEEEEEEEEEEENENENENEEN EEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEEER? The answer is found in
verse 2.

mmmmmnm Be completely humble and gentle, be patient, bearing with one another in love.
EEEEE Em Em EEmEmEE SO Paul says, here are three ways to do that.

[27:56] smmmmemennnnnnnnnn Oneis by humility and gentleness. ammmmmmmm You
see, the fastest way to break up the unity of a church is by pride and arrogance.

EE EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE [feveryone is looking out for their own interests, if
everyone thinks that they are number one, it is going to cause all sorts of problems.
EEEEEEEEEEES EEEEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEEEEE Butwhatif we all think of
ourselves less, and we think about the needs of others more?

EEEEEEEEEEEEEE, snEEmmnmmnnn? What if we were ready to examine ourselves before
we judge others?

sssmmmmmmnnn, mmmmmnn? [f everyone acted that way, what a wonderful community it
wouldbe. EEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEEEEEN?

[ 29: 02] And how wonderful it is if we were all gentle. ammmmmn, smmmmm Gentleness here is
meekness, and meekness is not weakness.

EEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEE |tis strength under control. EammmmmmEE IMmagine an
Olympic wrestler playing with his young son.

EEEEEEEEEEEE mmEEEEEEEE He is strong, but he will know to control his strength so as
not to hurt his son, but rather to give his son joy.

EEEEN EENEEEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEE Thatis the picture here. ammEEEEEEE
Another way to display the life of unity, Paul says, is by being patient.

EEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE Again, let's imagine the oppositc. N EEEEEEEEEEEE
Imagine if no one is patient.

[30:13] mmmmmmmmmmm Everyone is harsh with one another. ammmmmmmmm Everyone
doesn't want to care about each other. sammmmmmmmmm Lots of people are going to be wounded.

smmmmmmEE Sothe idea here is of not getting irritated or angry easily.
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE |tis a deliberate choice not to fight back.
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smmnnnnnn mmmm And we do so because we remember how patient God was with us when
we caused himso much pain. EEEEEEEEEEEEEEN EENESEEEEEEEEN,
smmnnnnnnnnn And then finally, Paul says, bear with one another in love.

Em EEEm, mmmmmmmEE Paulis realistic, isn't he? mmmmmmm He understands church life
requires this.

mmmmmnnnnnnm He understands that we will sometimes frustrate one another and get on each
other'snerves. anmEEEEEEEEEEE N mumsnsnnnnn Butif God demonstrated his love by
sending Christ to die for us, when we were still ungodly, then God says by the power of the Holy
Spirit, we can love in the same way.

[31:37] amEEEEEEEEEEEEN SESSEEEEEEEEEEEEEN EEEN EEEEEEN,
EEEEESEEEEEEEEE EENEEEENENEEEEEEE EEEEEE EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN
EEEEESEESEEEEEEEEN SEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEENEEEEEEEEEEE EEEEN,
EEEEESEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEER
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEEEN,
EEEEESEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEER
EEEEESEESEEEEEEEN EEEN EEEEN SEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEEEEEEN,
EEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEE SN EEEEEEEEEEEEEENEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEER
EEEEESEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEE EEEEE

We ask all this in Jesus'name. e EEEES ENN EEEEEESEE EEEEEEEESNZ Hausen
EEEEE fradingEEEEEEES EEEEEEEEEEEER?
EEEEEEEE
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